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Bottlenose dolphins are the most prevalent cetacean species inhabiting the near-shore waters of the
northern Gulf of Mexico. Four coastal management stocks, for which aerial census-based minimum
population estimates are available, are currently recognized. Along the Texas shoreline, bottlenose
dolphins are common from Brownsville to Sabine Pass, and are sighted year-round in coastal waters,
channels, passes, and embayments.

Early observations on the occurrence and dietary habits of Texas bottlenose dolphins were first
reported in the early 1940's. Systematic studies of bottlenose dolphins in Texas coastal waters began
between 1976-1982 in the Aransas Pass region of Corpus Christi, the Pass Cavallo area of
Matagorda Bay, and in the Galveston Bay Estuary. Beginning in 1990, Texas A&M University
researchers have conducted nearly continuous investigations on bottlenose dolphins in Galveston
Bay, Matagorda Bay, Aransas Pass, and South Lagtina Madre. A synthesis of findings from these
studies suggests that bottlenose dolphins along our coast belong to a large and open population,
composed primarily of infrequently sighted transient dolphins, but also characterized by a small
number of more regularly sighted semi-residential individuals. In addition, it is proposed that a
seasonal migration may take place along the Texas coastline, resulting in lower fall-winter dolphin
densities in Galveston Bay with corresponding higher densities in central and southern Texas waters.
These long-term studies have provided significant insight into how the behavior of this upper-level
predator may be influenced by seasonal changes in prey distribution, habitat characteristics, and
human activities.
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